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futility. Personal family cannot satisfy her ... a tranquil and
happy life frightens her ... like a muddy abyss that threatens
to suck you in and swallow you.                         DOBROLUBOV.
Not a single nation has ever been founded on principles of
science or reason. . . .
Science and reason have from the beginning of time played a
secondary and subordinate part in the life of nations; so will it
be till the end of time. Nations are built up and moved by another
force which sways and dominates them, the origin of which is
unknown and inexplicable: that force is the force of an insatiable
desire to go on to the end, though at the same time it denies that
end. It is the force of the persistent assertion of one's own
existence and a denial of death. It's the spirit of life, as the
Scriptures call it, the "river of living water," the drying up of
which is threatened in the Apocalypse. It's the aesthetic principle,
as the philosophers call it, the ethical principle with which they
identify it, "the seeking for God" as I call it more simply. The
object of every national movement in every people and at every
period of its existence is only the seeking for its god, who must be
its own god, and the faith in Him as the only true one. God is
the synthetic personality of the whole people, taken from its
beginning to its end.
There never has been a nation without a religion, that is,
without an idea of good and evil. Every people has its own
conception of good and evil, and its own good and evil. . . .
Reason has never had power to define good and evil, or even
to distinguish between them even approximately; on the contrary,
it has always mixed them up in a disgraceful and pitiful way;
science has even given the solution by the fist. This is particularly
characteristic of the half-truths of science, the most terrible
scourge of humanity, unknown till this century and worse than
plague, famine or wrar. A half-tnuth is a despot such as has never
been in the world before. A despot that has its priests and
slaves, a despot to whom all do homage with love and super-
stition hitherto inconceivable, before which science itself cringes
and trembles in a shameful way.
DOSTOEVSKY :  Shatov in The Possessed.
I reduce God to an attribute of nationality ?... On the contrary,